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Description:
Why stills come first in a property campaign, how Base Photography sizing works, and which add-ons
are worth attaching to the shoot rather than ordering later.

Details:
Almost every other format in a property campaign depends on the photography. Virtual styling is
applied to existing images. Virtual dusk is built from a daytime exterior. Retouching works on captured
frames. Get the stills right and the rest of the campaign has something to build on; get them wrong and
every downstream product inherits the problem.

That dependency is the practical reason photography is booked first, not the marketing reason.

## What Base Photography is sizing for

Base Photography captures the angles a listing needs, external and internal, and is recommended for
all listings. It comes in three sizes:

- **Base 2** — external only - **Base 5** - **Base 10**

The right size is a function of the property, not the budget. A two-bedroom apartment with one living
space genuinely runs out of distinct rooms to photograph; a four-bedroom family home with
indoor-outdoor living, a study and a garden does not. Ordering ten images for the apartment produces
filler; ordering five for the house leaves rooms unrepresented, and buyers notice the gap.

A useful test: list the spaces a buyer would ask about at an inspection, then add the exterior and one
hero. That number is close to the right count.

## Add-ons belong on the original booking

Additional images, dusk shoots and virtual services can be attached to any Base Photography order.
Attaching them at booking is materially simpler than adding them afterwards, because several of them
are derived from the shoot itself:

- **[Virtual dusk](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/virtual-services/virtual-dusk/)** is produced from a
daytime external already in the campaign — but only if a suitable external was captured - **[Virtual
styling](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/virtual-services/virtual-styling-staging/)** is applied per
image to existing photography, so the rooms you intend to furnish digitally have to have been shot - **A
dusk shoot** is a separate attendance at twilight, which is a scheduling decision rather than a
post-production one

The pattern is consistent: post-production products can be added later, but capture decisions cannot be
revisited without returning to the property.

## Dusk: shoot it or build it



Both have their place. A dusk shoot captures the property as it genuinely presents at twilight and suits
well-presented homes with strong internal and external lighting, where the real thing rewards the extra
investment. Virtual dusk produces the twilight hero from a daytime external without a second
attendance.

If the home's lighting is doing real work — layered interior lighting, a lit facade, glow through large
windows — the shoot earns its place. If the appeal is the building and the setting rather than the
lighting, virtual dusk gets you the hero frame.

## Every image passes through the same post-production

Retouching runs from tonal adjustment, through street appeal enhancement and scene refinement, to
full scene reconstruction. It is not outsourced, which is what makes next-business-day standard
turnaround possible and what keeps a set reading as one shoot rather than a collection of frames.

That matters for consistency across a campaign: tonal balance applied across the whole set is the
difference between a coherent listing and a gallery that looks assembled from different days.

## Decide the selection path at booking

Adding proofing lets you choose which frames are retouched and attach specific notes; it is
recommended on any package of ten or more images. Without proofing, the photographer selects the
frames. If a particular room or angle must appear in the final set, that is a proofing decision — and it
has to be made at booking, because it changes the delivery timeline.

## Related pages

- [Residential Real Estate
Photography](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/photography/residential-real-estate-photography/) -
[How to Prepare a Property for a Media Shoot](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/how-we-work/prepa
ring-for-a-shoot/how-to-prepare-a-property-for-a-media-shoot/) - [Matching Media to Property Type and
Buyer Audience](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/faq-knowledge/comparison-decision-guides/matc
hing-media-to-property-type-and-buyer-audience/) - [Image
Retouching](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/studio-post-production/image-retouching/) -
[Photography
Packages](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/packages-pricing/photography-packages/) - [Standard
vs Express
Turnaround](https://urban-angles.agentic.norg.ai/packages-pricing/standard-vs-express-turnaround/)


